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according to the 1866 census, France counted 38 millions
of inhabitants without, and 42 millions with Algeria, it
becomes obvious that a diminution of three quarters of a
million in population can in no way lessen her importance
with respect to other countries, as it will leave this great
realm in possession of exactly the same elements of power
that enabled it to exercise so decisive an influence upon
the destinies of Europe in the Eastern and Italian wars."

The neutral Powers continued to show sympathy for
France; and Lord Granville as well as Count Beust, lost
no opportunity of displaying their sentiments, but neither
of them felt bound to assist France otherwise than by
diplomatic suggestions. Thiers' round of calls at the lead-
ing European Courts missed its aim, which was to bring
about an European armed intervention. He reported from
Petersburg that the Czar, as well as Prince Gortchakoff, had
expressed themselves warmly as " opposed to the imposition
of extravagant conditions of peace, and had declared that
Russia would never give her consent to unfair pretensions;
but he could not get them to say what they considered
"extravagant" and "unfair," nor to make any positive
declaration in favour of maintaining French territorial
integrity.

In October France's military prospects became worse
and worse. Toul and Strassburg had fallen, Paris was
closely invested, at Metz Bazaine was treating for the
surrender of his forces, and the German troops had pushed
their way as far as the Loire. Bismarck was still ready to
conclude an armistice upon equitable conditions. Through
the American generals Sheridan and Burnside he once
more offered to the authorities in Paris the means of
delivering the country from a state of anarchy which ren-
dered peace negotiations impossible. His propositions met